
         COLCHESTER PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

 
FEBRUARY 17, 2009 

 
 

PRESENT:    Rich Paquette, Tom Mulcahy, Pam Loranger and Peter Larrabee 
                        
ALSO PRESENT:  Sarah Hadd, Town Planner  
 
1.  Call to Order  
 
T. Mulcahy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2.  Public Hearing on Supplement 21 
 
S. Hadd reported that Draft Supplement 21 of the Zoning Regulations proposes revisions to the 
Seawall Regulations, revised definition for Building Height and Convenience Store, change to 
the way that building height is measured and Zoning Map amendments.   
 
T. Mulcahy explained that the proposed revisions to the Seawall Regulations was done in 
response to a request from the Development Review Board   The Development Review Board 
requested that the Commission revise the regulations and application to better serve the public 
and also to coincide with the recommendations contained in The Shoreline Stabilization 
Handbook that can be used as a guide by the applicants.   
 
T. Mulcahy noted that the Commission received a copy of an email from Herb Downing the 
Chairman of the Development Review Board urging the Select Board to adopt regulations that 
reflect the Board’s current practices with respect to seawall applications.    
 
Bob Campbell, Development Review Board member, addressed the Commission and spoke to 
the Seawall Regulations   He explained that the Board always considers visual impact of the 
structure as well and impact to adjoining parcels.  B. Campbell stated his support to move the 
document to the Select Board.   
 
Jack McSweeney, Development Review Board member, asked if all property owners that submit 
an application would be required to hire an engineer.  S. Hadd replied there are many options 
available to property owners in terms of the construction of their structure. There are options 
available where an engineered structure would not be necessary. 
 
Edward Charbonneau, 2163 Main Street, addressed the Board and requested clarification of the 
proposed rezoning of his property from R3 to GD1.  S. Hadd replied the proposed rezoning  will 
allow for both residential and commercial uses.   The GD1 zoning district provides the property 
owner with more flexibility.  E. Charbonneau informed the Commission that he would not be in 
favor of the proposal if the rezoning would directly increase his property taxes.   
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Marion Wrightington, 2309 Main Street, asked if she would be able to convert her property to a 
commercial property.    S. Hadd reported that the property is also proposed to be rezoned from 
R3 to GD1.  M. Wrightington expressed that she is in favor of the proposed rezoning of her 
property. 
 
Sam Haskins, 2266 Main Street, addressed the Commission and spoke in favor of the proposal to 
rezone his split-zoned parcel that is R2/AGR to R2. 
 
Wilder Wheelock. 3555 Roosevelt Highway, addressed the commission and spoke in favor of 
rezoning his property to GD1. 
 
Dennis Demers, 1949 Main Street, thanked the Planning Commission for the proposed rezoning 
work that they are doing and expressed support of the proposal. 
 
Norm Burnett, Hilltop Court, said his property  is presently zoned R1 and AGR and asked for 
clarification of the  rezoning of his property.  S. Hadd reported that the majority of the parcel is 
zoned Residential.    The proposal would remove the AGR zoning and rezone the entire parcel to 
Residential.  N. Burnett stated that he is in favor of his entire parcel being rezoned Residential.   
 
No further comments from the public.  The public hearing was closed.  
 
3.  Discussion and Possible Action on Supplement 21 
 
The Commission discussed the proposed Seawall Regulations.  The Commission removed “site 
technician” from Section 7.03 
  
P. Larrabee made a motion to forward Supplement 21 to the Select Board.  P. Loranger 
seconded the motion and it passed with a vote of 4 – 0. 
 
4. Minutes of February 3, 2009 
 
A motion was made by R. Paquette and seconded by T. Mulcahy to approve the minutes of 
February 3, 2009.  The motion passed with a vote of 3 – 0.   
 
5.   Packet Information 
 
S. Hadd provided the Commission with a list of future agendas for their review. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to be brought before the Commission, a motion was made and 
seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All members of the Commission present voted in favor of the 
motion and the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
 
Minutes taken and respectfully submitted by Lisa Riddle. 
 
 

Approved this 17th day of March 2009 
 
______________________________     ______________________________ 
 
______________________________     ______________________________ 
 
  ______________________________     Planning Commission 


